
Communities Fear Global Crises Will Undermine Efforts to End The
HIV Epidemic

Our community health and HIV organizations seize the opportunity of the launch of the 25th
AIDS conference taking place in Munich to alert stakeholders in the international community to
the multiple crises our communities are experiencing, endangering our security and our right to
health. From human rights and climate change to armed conflict, these crises directly affect our
lives and those of our loved ones.

In many parts of the world, we observe with desolation the failure to prevent war and armed
conflicts. They are the worst scenarios for tackling HIV, raising concerns about the true risk of
an uncontrolled epidemic in several regions of the world. These conflicts cause preventable
deaths and diseases, particularly infectious ones, in contexts where the implementation of
health policies becomes almost impossible, or is even impeded. In recent months, various
armed conflicts have been marked by the destruction of health infrastructures, killing many
civilians and effectively preventing access to healthcare for all. Rebuilding these infrastructures
will take years, at the same time as funding the war effort is taking resources that could be
allocated to healthcare. The use of famine as a weapon of war has led to the highest levels of
food insecurity ever recorded, according to the UN. In these contexts of war, we are horrified to
observe the trampling of the right to health, particularly that of civilian populations.

The year 2024 sees more than half the world's population engaged in elections, marked by the
rise of reactionary movements across the globe. By attacking the rights of women and sexual
and gender minorities in particular, these movements are compromising rights already won or
yet to be won, and fuelling growing tensions even in multilateral forums. In many contexts, and
sometimes without the need to take power, these groups threaten the rights of our communities
and compromise our security and physical integrity.
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Our communities are also distressed to see that not enough is being done to prevent climate
change. We have learned the hard way that climate crises, while threatening us all, also favor
the emergence of new diseases and increase the risk of pandemics. We also know that these
crises threaten the security of our communities and contribute to the emergence and fuelling of
armed conflicts. Every day, we engage in efforts to prevent, prepare for and respond to
pandemics, but it is crucial to take ambitious international action to tackle climate change.

Despite these challenges, our communities and frontline organizations continue to play a central
role in ensuring continuity of care wherever possible. It is essential to ensure that civil society
and community representatives play a full role in discussions and decision-making bodies that
concern them, at all levels. Initiatives that seek to exclude them must be systematically and
firmly opposed. The uncompromising defense of human rights in any context is a moral
necessity and a concrete obstacle to the emergence of armed conflicts and the endangerment
of civilians.

Finally at a time of heightened political tensions, multilateral funding agencies are irreplaceable
in guaranteeing sustainable access to healthcare. But instead of being massively supported,
they are nowaday strongly questioned. We call on the international community to demonstrate
firm support to multilateral organizations, particularly through financial mobilization. In a context
of replenishing the resources of many global health organizations, they are particularly called
upon to do so.

We call on the international community to take immediate action to guarantee a peaceful future
that respects the right to health for all.

First signatories (in alphabetical order) :

100 PERCENT LIFE
Affirmative Action
AGCS PLUS
AIDES
AIVL
ALCS/Coalition PLUS
ALLIANCE.GLOBAL
ARAS - Romanian Association Against AIDS
ARCAD Santé PLUS
CARAM Asia Berhad
Chernihiv NETWORK
Coalition des organismes communautaires québécois de lutte contre le sida (COCQ-SIDA)
Coalition PLUS
Drug Policy Network South East Europe
Eurasian harm reduction association (EHRA)
European Network of People who Use Drugs
Fonds PARTÂGES
Frontline AIDS

2



Fundación Huésped
GAT - Grupo de Ativsitas em Tratamentos
GayLatino Network
Harm Reduction International
Health Advocacy Coalition
HIV Justice Network
HIV Legal Network / Réseau juridique VIH
Instituto para el Desarrollo Humano Bolivia
Integrated Community Development service for sustainable Empowerment (ICODESSE)
Cameroon
International Drug Policy Consortium (IDPC)
Kimirina
Mainline
Mainline
Malaysian AIDS Council
MENANPUD
MOGNANG AMOT (AMADUR)
ONE HUMANITY CAMEROON
Pacific Sexual & Gender Diversity Network
PAGE blanche pour ton histoire
PILS
PREKURSOR Foundation for Social Policy
Prevention Access Campaign
Red de Jóvenes y Adolescentes Positives de América Latina y el Caribe Hispano ( J+LAC )
RED SOMOS COLOMBIA
Release UK
Sex Workers' Rights Advocacy Network in CEECA (SWAN)
SOMOSGAY
Sos Solidarity Rights and Health
Southern Africa Litigation Centre
UCOP+
Unions congolaise de organisation de personnes vivant avec le VIH
Unmode Community Movement for Access to Justice
Youth RISE

Click here to add your organization to the list of signatories.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfE9llupRqxtsIUI4LkPL9g9Uj91YjisqaXMNJdetN__kqEhA/viewform?usp=sf_link

