
 

 

IN PARIS BERCY, BENEATH THE WINDOWS OF THE MINISTRY OF 
FINANCE, A SPECTACULAR PROTEST AGAINST THE FRENCH 
GOVERNMENT'S DIVERSION OF THE GLOBAL HEALTH BUDGET 

Paris, November 12th 2025 - Early Wednesday morning, a giant projection of the film 
“Derrière les chiffres, des vies” (Behind the Numbers, Lives) lit up the facade of the 
Ministry of Economy and Finance in Paris, while activists staged a die-in protest. 
Because this is where budgets, cuts, and the reallocation of solidarity taxes are decided, 
civil society has chosen to remind us of an obvious fact: one budget line less means 
millions more deaths. A threat to global stability.  
 

 
 
A symbolic action to remind us that behind the numbers, there are lives 
With the Global Fund Replenishment Conference on HIV, malaria, and tuberculosis set to 
take place on November 21 in Johannesburg, on the sidelines of the G20 summit, a 
collective of French associations for global health is warning about the budgetary 
disengagement of France and other major nations. 
 
The Global Fund has already saved more than 70 million lives and reduced mortality from 
HIV, tuberculosis, and malaria by 63%. However, if France and other donor countries do not 
continue their support, an additional 4 million people will die from HIV/AIDS in the next five 
years. 



 
France must keep its promise 
The associations are calling on France to, at the very least, maintain its contribution to the 
replenishment of the Global Fund, in line with its historical responsibility and its diplomatic 
status as the world's second largest donor. But also to honor the promise made by E. 
Macron, who committed in June 2024 to “preserve the link between solidarity taxes and 
international solidarity, against all odds.” 
 
 
However, in 2025, solidarity taxes on airline tickets and financial transactions, which until 
then had been allocated directly to funding international solidarity, were “merged” into the 
general state budget: a decision which, according to associations, amounts to a budgetary 
diversion to fill the national deficit. 
 
“These budget cuts will have an impact on hunger, poverty, and international stability,” 
explains Maé Kurkjian, advocacy director at ONE France. “There is a lot of talk about 
defense, security, and the fight against terrorism, but we know that abandoning people to 
their fate fuels despair, terrorism, and war.” 

A giant projection and a die-in to raise awareness 
With this monumental projection of the film “Derrière les chiffres, des vies” (Behind the 
Numbers, Lives) on the façade of Bercy, the associations aim to remind us that budgets 
are societal choices. The spectacular movement of the demonstrators, lying down on the 
ground to symbolize the victims, reminds us of what the cold figures of a budget line 
invisibilize: health, dignity, and life, and ultimately an essential contribution to stability and 
peace in the world. 

France now has the opportunity to assert consistent leadership and transform its rhetoric 
of solidarity and peacemaking into political action. It cannot afford to miss this 
opportunity. 
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About the collective 

The collective for global health involved in the campaign brings together the NOGs AIDES, 
Action Santé Mondiale, Coalition PLUS, Global Citizen, Friends of the Global Fund Europe, 
ONE, Sidaction, and Solidarité Sida. These organizations, historically committed to the 
fight against HIV, tuberculosis, and malaria, share the same conviction: health is a global 
public good and international solidarity is a promise that France must keep. 

 

 


